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WhgrWS , On Sepfember 16, 2005 ql the World Summil Oufcome of the United
Notions Generol Assembly. fhe United Stoles of Americo ond ihe other Members of
the United Nolions embroced fhe principle of lhe responsibilifyfo protect occording
lo which, "[eloch individuol Stote hos lhe responsibility to profecf ifs populotions
from genocide, wor crimes, elhnic cleonsing ond crimes ogoinsl humonity. This
responsibilily enfoils the prevenlion of such crimes, including lheir incifemenl,
through oppropriofe ond necessory meqns. We occept lhot responsibility ond will
ocl in occordqnce wilh it. The inlernqlionol community should, os oppropriole,
encouroge ond help Stotes fo exercise lhis responsibility ond support the Unifed
Notions in esloblishing on eorly worning copobili iy" (U.N. Document A/RES/60/1,
por. 138 (2005)); qnd

WHEREAS, The United Sfofes of Americo qnd ofher Members of the United
Nolions further ogreed lhql, "ftlhe inlernotionql communily. lhrough fhe United
Nolions, olso hss the responsibilityto use oppropriote diplomofic, humqnitorion ond
olher peoceful meons, in occordqnce with Choplers Vl ond Vlll of the Chqrter, fo
help lo profecl populofions from genocide, wor crimes, ethnic cleonsing ond
crimes ogoinsl humonity. In lhis conlexl, we ore prepored lo toke colleclive ocfion,
in o limely ond decisive monner,lhrough the Securily Council. in occordonce with
fhe Chorter, including Chopfer Vll, on o cose-by-cqse bosis ond in cooperotion
wilh relevont regionol orgonizotions os oppropriole, should peoceful meons be
inodequole ond nolionol oulhorilies ore monifestly foiling fo prolecl their
populofions from genocide, wor crimes, elhnic cleonsing ond crimes ogoinsl
humonily.... We olso infend to commil ourselves. os necessory ond oppropriote.lo
helping Slotes build copocify lo protect fheir populotions from genocide. wqr
crimes, elhnic cleonsing ond crimes ogoinsl humqnily ond lo qssisfing those which
ore under stress before crises ond conflicts breok oul" (U.N. Document A/RES/60/1,
por. 139 (2005); ond

WHEREAS, On April28, 2006. lhe Unifed Nolions Securify Councit reoffirmed
lhe provisions of porogrophs 138 ond 139 of the 2005 World Summif Oufcome
Documenl regording the responsibility to prolect populolions from genocide, wor
crimes, elhnic cleonsing ond crimes ogoinsl humonily (U.N. DocumentS/RES/I674
(2006), por.4); qnd
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1VHEREAS, The principle of the responsibility to profect now reflecls lhe

commitmenl of oll the Members of fhe United Nolions fo defermine meons lo
prolecf populotions from lhe deodly ond devosfqling consequences of genocide,

wor crimes, elhnic cleonsing ond crimes ogoinsl humonify (hereinofter "olrocily

crimes"); ond

1VHEREAS, Efforfs by the Uniled Notions ond individuql nofions to prevent ond
respond to otrocity crimes ond fhus profecl populolions hove for too otlen fqiled or
not even been ottempted, with lhe resull since 1945 thot millions of innocent
civilions hove losl lheir lives or been wounded or disploced qnd their property ond
livelihoods destroyed; ond

WHEREAS, In the 2005 World Summil Outcome Document. lhe United Sfofes
of Americo hos occepted ifs responsibility fo prolecf ils own populotion from
otrocily crimes ond should conlinue octing in occordonce with this principle; ond

WHEREAS, The conlinued commission of olrocify crimes ond the likely fulure
threol of them is morolly intoleroble ond unocceploble; ond

WHEREAS, At olher limes in the hisfory of lhe City of Chicogo ond of the Uniled
Stotes, such obominolions os slovery ond lhe deniolof bosic civilond vofing rights
lo oll citizens hove been rendered illegol ond lo significonl degrees eliminoled
through lhe concerted octions of concerned cilizens, civil sociefy, the courls, ond
slole ond nolionol lowmokers ond leoders; ond

WHEREAS, In lhe City of Chicogo lhere reside mony cifizens who hqve fled
from olrocily crimes, for whom the City of Chicogo provides services ond vorious
forms of supporl, ond mony thousonds of relofives of victims of fhe otrocity crimes
f hot hove occurred in other counfries ond who seek effeclive policies by the United
Sfotes and olher notions fo help prolecl fheir surviving relolives; ond

WHEREAS, The morol imperotive of lhe responsibility lo protecl is inescopoble
ond il reflecls the highest Americon volues of freedom, humoniforion core, ond lhe
preservolion of lhe lives of innocenl non-combolont men, women, ond children;
ond

WHEREAS. The United Stotes of Americo. os fhe mosf powerful ond influenliol
country in the world, hos the morol dufy ond copocify lo leod in dornesfic, in
mutlinotionol initiofives ond in the United Nolions Securily Council to prevenl ond
respond ropidly to prolecl populotions from the commission of qlrocily crimes; qnd

IVHEREAS, fhe cilizens of fhe City of Chicogo confribule men ond women ond
finonciolresources to lhe U.S. Armed Forces ond elecf Members of Congress ond,
wilh ofher citizens, lhe President qnd Vice-President of lhe Uniled Stotes, ond
slrongly believe thot these public officiols ond lheir subordinoles hove profound
responsibilities, to use every possible legol meons, under both federol ond
inlernolionol low, lo profecl populotions from olrocily crimes; now, fherefore,



BE IT RESO| yED, Thqf we, the Moyor ond Members of lhe Cily Council of the
City of Chicogo, ossembled this fhirleenfh doy of Seplember, strongly urge lhe
Presidenl ond Congress lo commit lhe leodership of the Uniled Sfqles Governmenl
lo effective implemenlotion of the World Summil Oufcome declorotion on the
responsibility to prolect, snd lo do so in porl lhrough slrengthening lhe preventive
eorly worning copobilities of lhe federol government ond lhe United Nolions, ond
to develop slrolegies ond policies os oullined in ihe 2005 World Summil Oufcome
Documenf (U.N. Documenf A/RES/60/l ) ond in lhe Security Council Resolulion'1674
(2006) to ensure thot fhe responsibility to prolecl populofions hos both credible
meoning ond effecf, ond thol the Uniled Stoles is in the forefronf of ils domeslic ond
globol opplicofion; qnd

BE IT FURTHER RESOIVED, Thol lhe President should iniliote discussions wilh the
permonenl qnd non-permonenl members of the Uniled Nqlions Securily Council,
the members of ihe Uniled Nolions Generol Assembly qnd in seporole forums wilh
lhe governmenis of lhe North Aflontic Treoty Orgonizolion, the Europeon Union, fhe
Africon Union, fhe Orgonizqlion of Americon Stotes, ond lhe Associolion of
Soulheosl Asion Notions respeclively, lo develop coordinoted slrolegies for
regionol efforts lo implemenllhe responsibilityto prolecl, ond thof Congress should
express ifs full supporl for these discussions by joinf resolufion; qnd

BEITFURTHER RESOIVED,Thotcopies of lhis resolution be senf tothe Presidenl
pro fempore of the U.S. Senote, lhe Speoker of the U.S. House of Represenfotives,
lhe moyor of eoch cily member of lhe Unifed Sloles Conference of Moyors, eqch
member of lhe lllinois congressionol delegotion, the Presidenl qnd Vice-Presidenl
of lhe United Slol,es, fhe U.S. Secrelory of Sloie, ihe U.S. Secrelory of Defense, ond
the U.S. Permonenl Represenlolive lo the Uniled Nolions.


